EEMINISCENCES

aE its financial affairs. There was nothing of the senti-
mentalist about Parnell, so far as the Irish National
cause was concerned. He never indulged in any of the
kind of eloquence which Michael Davitt has humor-
ously described as ' sun-burstery,' His mind did not
deal in abstractions; he was not what would have been
called a man of ideas. He saw certain distinct and con-
crete grievances in the Irish system of land tenure, and
in the management of Irish affairs generally; and he
had come to the conclusion that those grievances could
only be remedied by the administration of an Irish Par-
liament sitting in Dublin. He was familiar with the
working of American and Canadian systems; and his
desire was that Ireland should be to the Empire what an
American State is to the Union, or a Canadian Province
is to the Dominion of Canada.

Yet, it is a curious fact, that something like a personal,
and even a sentimental, consideration first turned his
attention to the whole Irish question, which afterwards
absorbed his life.    Once, while we were travelling to-
gether in Ireland, he gave me an account of the manner
in which he had found himself brought into hostility
with the existing system of rule in that country.    Up
to the time of the Fenian rising in 1867, he told me he
had never given any attention to the subject.   He was
then at Cambridge,  and his mother was living in his
ancestral home at Avondale in the County of Wicklow.
His mother, an American, was suspected by the local
authorities of being in some sort of sympathy with the
Fenian movement, and was supposed to have sheltered
fugitive Fenians in her house.   A search was ordered,
and the police went through Avondale in the hope of
finding some hidden Fenian.   Even his mother's bed-
room was carefully and ostentatiously searched with the
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